Europe and US would
dump our precious fluid

B By Madcolm Quekett

W AS duoking water can cuntain
a5 mmuch as 25 times the lavels off
poentially cancer-causing chemi-
cal by-products allowed in other
parts of the warld

A independent expert sad this
wesk he was concerned sbout the
ewl of rthalomethanes allowed in
willer,

Envifaamental consulbtan: Bon-
ald Rosich, whe is a former WA
Waier Corporation principal scien-
first rassed his concerns gith a
IMENIAry commilléd nguinng
nig wabter guality in | 998

Dr Rosich wold the Legislative
auneil standing commitiee on
scolggically sustainable develop
it thai Auwstralis had relaxed iis
guidalines., It aflowed 250 micro
grams par litre of mbhalomethanes
Hef: 19494, it sllowed 300 micro

-hristine Sha
he onlky cogniry which
ppragch

FHe said this wesk there was
debate in the sdentific community
aboist scceptubis levels. ﬂuf_ the
fnct that WA wiler was at [evels
shove that in many pams- of the
world was noi known phblicly or
debared

Waler Corporatios general
manager of bulk vwater ; wasie
water Keith Cadee, said the risk
ftom microbiclogical diseases,
which could cseur ol water was oot
wreated with chlorine, were higher
than the risks from the disinfection
bye-producis. The relaxed gaidelmes
meant the corporation had greater
fexibility 1o wse chlorine

He zaid the cofporabian operated
uider Health Department direction
ysing MNational Health and Medical
Research Councl guidelines, wikich
were based om the recommendi-
tioms af the World Health Ovgand-
ation. Some other countries did
nat use the WHO fgures.

In ather parts of the warld, the
levels imcfuded more political and
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